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August 13, 2010 
 
Hello everyone,  
 

Well summer continues and with it the worries about ongoing 
fire risks and safe highway travel. As we enjoy the last few 
weeks of August, lets all continue to be vigilant and think 
before we act. A new tool was created this week that will 
help with concerns about poor air quality as a result of 
wildfire smoke! The BlueSky Western Canada Smoke 
Forecasting System combines forest fire information, 
including location and size, with weather forecast computer 
models to provide an hour-by-hour forecast of the location 
and concentrations of smoke in B.C. and Alberta up to 48 
hours into the future. The BlueSky Western Canada Smoke 
Forecasting System can help people anticipate and prepare 
for air quality changes. While BlueSky will be used regularly 
by air quality meteorologists along with the public, it will also 
help the tourism sector, and transportation, health services 
and environmental regulatory agencies. BlueSky smoke 
forecasts are available daily in visual animations from B.C.’s 
air quality website at www.bcairquality.ca/bluesky.  
  
Elections BC this week verified that the Anti-HST petition had 
met the threshold number of signatures required. It has been 
an important process as British Columbians expressed their 
views about the HST. We have said from the outset that we 
will follow the law as laid out related to the initiative process. 
The independent Chief Electoral Officer has made the 
decision to hold the petition until the court proceedings 
related to the petition are concluded. At that point he will 
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submit the petition to the committee that will consider one of 
two options. We appreciate the process that has been 
undertaken and will wait to see the outcomes of the court 
proceedings. In the meantime we will continue to work to 
improve our communication about the benefits that will 
result, especially for our resource industries that are so 
critical here in the North. There is a great deal of 
misinformation and misunderstanding about the HST and we 
will need to work very hard to do a much better job of 
explaining and clarifying than we have done thus far. 
  
Well - "WE ARE WINTER!!" - Congratulations to the entire 
team that organized the events to welcome the 2015 Canada 
Winter Games evaluation team. What a scene - all the 
toques and winter gear, enthusiasm and even a mock 
ceremony! Fantastic job everyone! I cannot imagine how the 
team would not be impressed and am keeping my fingers 
crossed with all of you. We deserve to win the bid - it is our 
turn!! 
  
Premier Campbell was given an unprecedented opportunity 
this week to speak in the California State Assembly. The 
theme of his remarks was climate action and the amazing 
partnership that British Columbia has with California. We 
were the first province to join the Western Climate Initiative. 
Now there are four provinces who are members. All of us 
recognize that we need a strong economy but not at the 
expense of a sustainable, healthy environment. It is essential 
that we work together as we have with California, 
Washington and the Western provinces to ensure that we 
continue to move forward with a proactive environmental 
agenda. 
  
It's back!! The PGX started this week and is full of all the 
usual family activities. As a lifelong resident of Prince George 
our family has attended more than our share of fairs. Thanks 
to all the organizers and volunteers who work so hard to 
make sure that we have this special summer event in our 
community. 
  
If you are heading out this weekend, why not take a quick 
look at a YouTube clip that reminds us about the importance 
of wearing a seatbelt. Our daughter Melissa sent this to me 
this week and I thought it provided a poignant and artistic 
reminder to all of us about how essential it is to buckle up!! 
You can find it at its titled "Embrace Life." 
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On the road south of Prince George, residents and tourists 
will be seeing a lot of paving and resurfacing activities along 
Highway 97 south and the Old Cariboo Highway. This is 
great news as this means many of the projects that have 
been under construction over the summer are wrapping up 
over the next few weeks.  
  
The Industrial Site to the Sintich Road Intersection is now in 
the stage of final grade construction and paving and the 
Sintich Road Intersection (the turnoff to the Airport) was 
paved this week and is back in service.  
  
Part of the Old Cariboo Highway has been resurfaced using 
a Hot-In-Place Recycling process developed in British 
Columbia. The process involves heating the existing road 
surface, crushing it up, adding some new asphalt materials 
and then laying it like fresh asphalt. Resurfacing work will 
now continue down Highway 97 all the way from Sintich 
Intersection to the four lane project at Red Rock where work 
is also underway on the new Commercial Vehicle Inspection 
Site. Traffic there will be moved over to north bound lanes 
while the southbound lane tie ins are constructed and paved. 
Stoner Bridge and four lane project work continues with the 
highway grade being constructed at the same time as the 
bridge is being built. 
  
Please pay attention to the signs and traffic control personnel 
within the construction sites, for the workers safety and for 
the safety of yourself and your family. While we recognize 
that your trips south will have some delays at this time of the 
construction season, we can all look forward to driving on 
freshly paved highways in the very near future. 
  
Lots to do in the community again this weekend. I feel lucky 
to be spending some badly needed time with my family as 
we try to make up for the many days and weeks apart during 
the rest of the year. Our grandson Caleb is already 8 months 
old, has 2 teeth, is crawling and trying desperately to walk! 
Bill and I are grateful for any time we get to spend with him. 
Being a grandparent is a blessing that we enjoy every day!! 
Enjoy the week ahead. 
  

Until next week, 
 
Shirley 



 
 

This week’s bouquet of recognition  
goes to…. 

 

 Organizers and volunteers of  
98th PGX! 

Great job everybody, this year’s fair  
Looks better than ever! 

    
 

Community Announcement 
 

~~~~~~
Big Brothers Big Sisters - ATV Raffle!   

(Back by Popular Demand!) 
You could win a SPECIAL EDITION YAMAHA RHINO 700FI (complete with 3000lb winch, windshield 

and trailer). You also have chances to win other great prizes including 
 
Early Bird Draw 1:  Airfare for two on Westjet’s Regular scheduled service – DRAWN JUNE 9th! 
Early Bird Draw 2: Outdoor Patio Pergola – Drawn June 23rd 
Early Bird Draw 3: Webber Spirit E310 Series 3 Burner Propane BBQ – Drawn August 4th 
2nd Prize:  41” Mastercraft Euro Tool Cabinet, Chest and $500 Canadian Tire Shopping Spree! 
 
Tickets are $20.00 and are now available at our office, at Canadian Tire, Prince George Yamaha or 
you can charge by phone at 250.563.7410. Only 4,999 tickets available! 
 
Help us make a difference for children living in Prince George! To Volunteer call 250-563-7410. 
 
You must be 19+ to play, BC Gaming License Number 24716.  Know your limit, play within it! 

 

Prince George Symphony hosting a pigeon race  
to celebrate the launching of its 40th season. 

Sunday, August 22 
To reserve you stud pigeon, 

Call the PGSO office at 250-562-0800 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
Big News for Big Brothers Big Sisters!  

 

  



Big Brothers Big Sisters of Prince George is excited to announce that we are growing our 

programming this September.  Our agency will be opening an After School Care Program 

this September.  ñThis is an exciting time for our agencyò says Tim Bennett, Community 

Development Coordinator.  ñOur agency is the leader in providing quality mentoring 

programs to children and youth in our community and After School Programming will be a 

great addition to our programming.ò  

 

This fee for service program will provide flexible child care options for families who are 

struggling to find child care to fit their needs.  ñWe conducted a needs assessment survey in 

May and learned that the greatest need is affordable, flexible child care.  We are committed 

to working with each family to ensure that their needs are met whether it is full time after 

school care, part time or even just casual care.ò  In addition to your standard after school 

programming our agency will be enhancing our program by providing additional 

opportunities for the children.  

 

To inquire or to reserve your spot contact Tim Bennett at the Big Brothers Big Sisters 

office at 250.563.7410.   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
Get your tickets NOW! 

For the  

 6th Annual Evening of Pink 
Saturday, Sept 18, 2010-07-02  

$75 per person 

Monica at 250-552-4114/250-614-8080 

Or email to eveningofpink@gmail.com   

~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Invitation to attend the BC Water Symposium - UNBC 

(August 30 ï September 1, 2010) 
For more information on the Symposium and to Register please visit the Symposium 

website: http://www.mitacs.ca/goto/bcwatersymposium 

Prince George Location ï Additional Details 
 

The Prince George event will feature a free public lecture, reception and local speakers 

panel on Monday, August 30, 5pm-9pm. The theme of the local panel will be "Water and 

Climate in Northern BC". The panel will be composed of 5 speakers, each with ~5 minutes 

to discuss their work around the theme, and then we would open the floor to questions.  

The group includes: 
 

Moderator 
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 Dr. Charles Jago (Chair, Fraser Basin Council) 

Panellists 

 Dr. Stephen Dery (Canada Research Chair, Northern Hydrometeorology, UNBC)  

 Dr. Margot Parkes (Canada Research Chair, Health, Ecosystems, and Society, 

UNBC)  

 Dr. John Rex (Hydrologist, Northern Interior Forest Region, BC Ministry of Forests 

and Range)  

 Larry Joseph (Extension Specialist - Aboriginal Forestry and Indigenous 

Knowledge (FORREX))  

 Laura Grafton (Prince George Cattlemanôs Association) 

For more info: Jamie Reschny 

Research Manager, Health Sciences Program 

University of Northern British Columbia 

 (250) 960-6342 

jreschny@unbc.ca 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Mark your calendar… 

       
× Thursdays~ Free Thursdays at the Two Rivers Gallery are now all day 

offering three exhibition spaces with new exhibition arriving each month. 
× Saturdays~ Farmers’ Market is open every Saturday from 8:30 to 2pm at 

the corner of 3rd and George and Public Market also every Saturday from 

9 am to 4pm also Sunday from 9am to 3pm at 5100 Nechako Rd.  
× August 11-15- PGX – Set these dates aside to attend. 
× August 14 – Invitation Day l, PGARA speed way, win a Stetson! 
× August 15 – Invitation Day ll, PGARA speed way, Mini stocks, street 

stocks. 
× August 18 – Brian Adams at CN Centre, Tickets go on sale Friday July 

23 at Ticketmaster. This is an all-ages show. 
× August 20-22 – Robson Valley Music Festival- for more info on the 

festival visit www.robsonvalleymusicfestivalbc.com 
× September 4th Fall Garage Sale and Bake sale at Elders Citizens 

Recreation Association centre 1692 10th Ave.  For more info call 250-561-
9381. 

× September 18 – 6th Annual Evening of Pink at the Prince George Civic 
Centre, this year’s guest speaker, Bif Naked.  Tickets available at 
eveningofpink@gmail.com or call Monica at 250-552-4114.  For more info 
visit the website at eveningofpink.com. 

× September 19 – Italian Dinner to be held at Elders Citizens Recreation 
Association centre 1692 10th Ave.  For more info call 250-561-9381. 

× September 26 – 10th Anniversary Celebrations, BC Rivers Day Music 
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Festival. Noon to 4 pm at Fort George Park. Nadleh Dancers, Daniel 
Lapp, and Ken McCoy, performing.  Food venders, artisans, children’s 
activities and more. Free admission. 

 

If you are a non profit organization and would like to advertise an upcoming event 
or share a story please email Shirley 

Thank you for taking the time to read my newsletter.  If you would like to see something specific 
in the next edition of Ask Your MLA, please email me. If you know someone who would like to 

receive our newsletter, email their name so we can add them to our list. 

 

My second e-newsletter, People, Places & Projects showcases great people and 
projects in our area.  To subscribe to People, Places & Projects, click here.  To read 

past editions to go: People, Places & Projects online. 
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