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July 02, 2010 
 
Hello everyone,  
 
Belated Happy Birthday Canada!  I hope you had a great day 
yesterday celebrating the pride of being Canadian.  Our 
family made a trip throughout the Robson Valley and 
celebrated in Valemount, McBride and then home here in 
Prince George at the end of the day.  We enjoyed cake and 
singing, games and fun in each community.  We also made 
sure to stop and say thanks and remember those men and 
women who have served our country in the past, are serving 
today and will serve in the future.  It is because of their brave 
sacrifice that we can enjoy the freedom we have in Canada.  
  
The HST came into effect July 1st, which means 1.1 million 
British Columbians will start receiving the new quarterly B.C. 
HST credit. British Columbians with incomes up to $20,000 
will receive an annual HST credit up to $230. Families with 
incomes up to $25,000 will receive an annual B.C. HST 
credit up to $230 per family member. The first cheques will 
be distributed the week of July 5, 2010. The B.C. HST credit 
will be in addition to the GST credit of up to $381 and the 
$105-per-adult B.C. Low Income Climate Action Tax Credit 
that those with low and modest incomes now receive.  The 
introduction of the HST follows numerous tax cuts since 
2001. As a result, B.C. has the lowest provincial personal 
income taxes in Canada for those earning up to $118,000. 
For example a family of four with an income of $30,000 has 
over $700 more in their pocket this year from income tax cuts 
alone. The HST does not apply to all goods. Consumers 
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Useful Phone 
numbers 

BC Nurse line: 24 hour, 
Toll free 1-866-215-4700 
 
Pharma Net Hotline: 
Mon-Fri (8:30-4:30pm)  
1-800-387-4700 
 
Health Info Line: Mon-Fri 
(8:30-4:30pm)  
1-800-465-4911 
 
Victim Link: 7 days a 
week,  
24 hours, 1-800-563-0808 
 

 

 

won’t pay the seven-per cent provincial part of the HST on 
motor fuels, books, children-sized clothing and footwear, 
children’s car seats and car booster seats, children’s diapers 
and feminine hygiene products. For more information on the 
HST, check out the HST page at the BC Ministry of Finance 
website at http://hst.blog.gov.bc.ca/.    
  
Last Thursday British Columbia welcomed the signing in 
Ottawa of a formal agreement establishing Approved 
Destination Status (ADS) between China and Canada. This 
is a significant milestone in our relations with China. 
Approved Destination Status will result in substantial 
economic benefits for B.C. in the form of increased tourism 
revenues and job creation and it represents an important 
step forward in strengthening our role as Canada’s gateway 
to the Asia Pacific. The agreement is expected to increase 
Chinese visitors to British Columbia by 10 per cent in 2010, 
15 per cent in 2011 and an additional 15 per cent for 2012. 
Last year, 160,833 Chinese visitors came to Canada, with 
more than half visiting British Columbia. The new ADS 
agreement takes effect immediately and will enable Chinese 
citizens to travel to Canada in organized, pre-sold tour 
groups. I know there are many in northern BC that are 
looking to take advantage of the opportunities resulting from 
ADS. Our airport improvements in Prince George have 
positioned us well to capitalize on overseas travel, and 
Barkerville will be a much sought destination for Chinese 
tourists. The Asia Pacific presents enormous economic 
possibilities and ADS is one step in realizing this potential. 
  
The environment is one of the cornerstones of our 
government’s agenda. One example is the desire to move to 
zero net deforestation. The Province is inviting input until 
July 9 to develope an implementation plan for the Zero Net 
Deforestation Act passed earlier this year. The act’s main 
goal is to achieve zero net deforestation in British Columbia 
by 2015. First Nations, communities, sector associations, 
industry and all other British Columbians are asked to submit 
their comments before July 9 by a number of methods, 
including using an electronic response form at 
www.for.gov.bc.ca/hfp/znd/feedback.htm., sending an email 
to ZND@gov.bc.ca, or by Mail to: Tom Niemann, Product 
Innovation and Climate Change Branch, Ministry of Forests 
and Range, PO Box 9525 Stn Prov Govt, Victoria, B.C.  V8W 
9C3. Forestry is obviously a key economic driver in Northern 
BC, but having a sustainable harvest will ensure that the 
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forestry sector is strong and vibrant in the years ahead. 
  
As you are travelling around the highways in northern BC 
this summer, you may notice an activity where fresh rumble 
strips are being ground along the shoulders of the roadways. 
In fact, the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure is 
installing approximately 230 shoulder kilometres of these 
simple safety devices in the Northern Region, including over 
125 shoulder kilometres along Highway 16 from the St. Croix 
Bridge west of McBride to an area approximately 29 
kilometres east of Terrace. They are placed in the shoulder 
of the road and only affect driving if the vehicle drifts past the 
white line on the shoulder of the road. Although they are not 
very wide or deep, the rumble strips create a loud, audible 
warning and a physical vibration will alert the driver should 
they wander over the white shoulder line. An additional 
safety aspect of the rumble strips are that they provide a 
sound barrier for cyclists on the road. Safety is the Ministry of 
Transportation and Infrastructure’s top priority. Rumble strips 
are one tool where we are increasing safety, in Northern BC 
and around the province. 
  

Although Canada Day was a great time, there are more 
community events this weekend if you and your family are 
interested. This includes the Dunster Ice Cream social on 
Saturday, which is one of my favourite summer events. 
Hopefully the sun will be shining and you will be able to get 
out and about... 

Until next week,  

Shirley  

 

This week’s bouquet of recognition  
goes to…. 

 

  Jaymie Lee Derksen 
As she goes off  to compete  

In the Miss BC Pageant 
Good Luck Jaymie! 

 
    

 



Community Announcement 
Prince George is competing against Kamloops and Kelowna to host the 2015 Canada 

Winter Games. We would like to show the Canada Games Bid Evaluation Committee that 

Prince George is not only the best community to host the Games but we also have the best 

Volunteers. Please lend your support to the Games Bid. You can show support 

with a photo of how or why you will support the Games. It can be as simple as a “smiling 

face with a sign” or whatever creativity you can muster. Volunteer card and photo can be e-

mailed to 2015wgames@city.pg.bc.ca or dropped off at City Hall. 
 

  
Please keep August 9

th
 open to show your support on the streets of PG when the Bid 

Evaluation Committee tours our community. Details of the event will be outlined in the 

media closer to August 9
th

. 
  

~~~~~~ 

Big Brothers Big Sisters - ATV Raffle!  (Back by Popular Demand!) 
 
You could win a SPECIAL EDITION YAMAHA RHINO 700FI (complete with 3000lb winch, windshield 

and trailer). You also have chances to win other great prizes including 
 
Early Bird Draw 1:  Airfare for two on Westjet’s Regular scheduled service – DRAWN JUNE 9th! 
Early Bird Draw 2: Outdoor Patio Pergola – Drawn June 23rd 
Early Bird Draw 3: Webber Spirit E310 Series 3 Burner Propane BBQ – Drawn August 4th 
2nd Prize:  41” Mastercraft Euro Tool Cabinet, Chest and $500 Canadian Tire Shopping Spree! 
 
Tickets are $20.00 and are now available at our office, at Canadian Tire, Prince George Yamaha or 
you can charge by phone at 250.563.7410. Only 4,999 tickets available! 
 
Help us make a difference for children living in Prince George! To Volunteer call 250-563-7410. 
 
You must be 19+ to play, BC Gaming License Number 24716.  Know your limit, play within it! 

 ~~~~~~~~~~  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 E-Fry Society Fundraising Goal $20,000 
Adopt a shelter and a House campaign at Canadian 

Tire for the month of June 
In July, the campaign continues at both Boston Pizza 

locations. Come out and show your support! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 6th Annual Evening of Pink 
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Saturday, Sept 18, 2010-07-02  

active Volunteers required please contact  

Monica at 250-552-4114/250-614-8080 

Or email to eveningofpinl@gmail.com   

~~~~~~~~~~~ 

FUNDRAISING RAFFLE TICKETS 

Prince George Métis Community Association 

After Hours Drop In Center 
Prizes 

1st.    $500.00 

2nd.    $300.00 

3rd.    $200.00 
TICKETS $2/EACH 

Draw date August 6, 2010 
 

All Proceeds to Help the After Hours Drop In Center 
A Safe haven for the Homeless and Street People 

 

If anyone wishes to sell tickets for us 
Please Contact Patrick Pocha 250-561-9484 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Mark your calendar… 

      
× July 2 – CD Fundraiser Concert 8pm Art Space. Tickets $20 includes 

one CD available at Books and Company. 
× July 3 – Muscle Run for Muscular Dystrophy, Barbecue, Riverstone Bar 

and Grill, Tickets at Prince George Harley Davidson , 2626 Vance Road. 
× July 4-Pancake Breakfast  
× July 4- Dog Expo at Humble Homestead, Parade and Contests, Bring a 

leash, pick up after your pet. Info at hublehomestead.ca or call 250-564-
7033 

× July 5th – 9th – Free Camp - Kinsmen Community complex (located on the 
corner of 5th and Ospika) Families will be responsible for participants 
transportation to and from camp, there is an application process, as there 
are limited seats available , call for more info, Jamie Kranrod, Big Bros Big 
Sisters at 250-563-7410 or email at  Jamie@bbbspg.ca 

× July 5 – Aug 20 – Downtown Walking Tour - One hour walking tours to 
discover the history of Prince George. Leave from front desk of the Bob 
Harkins Branch weekdays at 1pm. Visit www.lig.pg.bc.ca for more 
information. 

× July 9, 10, 11- Cottonwood Music Festival at Cottonwood Park at Fort 
St. James.   Roots and Bluegrass music, Weekend pass $30, for more info 
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go on line www.cottonwoodmusicfestival.com or call 250-996-0026 
× July 14- Chamber Luncheon at the Ramada – speaker is Michele Perret 

Enbridge Gateway Northern Pipelines progress report. 
× July 16-18 – Railway & Forestry Museum invites you to join the fun-filled 

“Friends of Thomas Days” 11:00 am to 4pm.  There will be a pre 
Pancake Breakfast from 9-11am $2.99 for children up to age 12 and $5.99 
for adults, for more info go to www.pgrfm.bc.ca or call 250-563-7351  

× July 29 – 5th Annual Lawn Bowling with the Mayor Tournament from 
1pm to 8pm at PG Lawn Bowling Club , 3rd Ave and Watrous St. Proceeds 
to Cops for Cancer , for more info call Jasmine at 250-564-0005 and 
register your team. 

× August 7 – Razzle Dazzle Do – 2nd Annual event fundraiser for cystic 
fibrosis research takes place at Sweder berries U-Pick on Sweder Rd.  
farm tours start at 5pm Dinner at 6:30pm.  Autographed acoustic guitar will 
be auctioned off as well.  

× August 11-15- PGX – Set these dates aside to attend. 
× August 20-22 – Robson Valley Music Festival- for more info on the 

festival visit www.robsonvalleymusicfestivalbc.com 
 

If you are a non profit organization and would like to advertise an upcoming event 
or share a story please email Shirley 

Thank you for taking the time to read my newsletter.  If you would like to see something specific 
in the next edition of Ask Your MLA, please email me. If you know someone who would like to 
receive our newsletter, email their name so we can add them to our list. 

 

My second e-newsletter, People, Places & Projects showcases great people and 
projects in our area.  To subscribe to People, Places & Projects, click here.  To read 
past editions to go: People, Places & Projects online. 
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