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May 7, 2010 
 
Hello everyone, 
 
Today Minister of Forests and Range and fellow Prince 
George MLA Pat Bell and I met with a number of 
constituents. Working together in this manner has led to 
better service on behalf of our constituents over the years 
and we do this as often as we can. Today was also the grand 
opening of the new Duchess Park Secondary School. This 
was a project I worked on in my time as the Minister of 
Education and it was very satisfying to see the product of the 
work done by so many people. Congratulations to everyone 
involved. It is another significant infrastructure investment 
that will serve our students well! 
 
As we head into spring we also move into forest fire season. 
Yesterday the Prince George Fire Centre encouraged the 
public to continue to exercise caution with all burning, 
despite cooler weather we have experienced lately. To date 
the Prince George Fire Centre has responded to 60 fires 
burning a total of 595 hectares. The good news is the fire 
danger rating throughout the Prince George fire centre 
remains low to moderate. In the past week, the Prince 
George Fire Centre has responded to six fires. All of these 
fires have been human-caused and are considered 
preventable. We all remember the forest fires in Kelowna last 
summer and the affect it had on the residents of the 
Okanagan. Before you consider burning, please make sure 
you have enough tools to control the fire, you are burning 
only in appropriate weather conditions and that you attend 
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Capital Report : Sign up 
to find out what is 
happening in 

government.   

Ask Your MLA 
Archive:  Click here to 
read past editions of Ask 
Your MLA. 

 
 

Useful Phone 
numbers 

BC Nurse line : 24 hour,  
Toll free 1 -866-215-4700 
 
Pharma Net Hotline : 
Mon-Fri (8:30-4:30pm)  
1-800-387-4700 
 
Health Info Line : Mon-Fri 
(8:30-4:30pm)  
1-800-465-4911 
 
Victim Link : 7 days a 
week,  
24 hours, 1-800-563-0808 
 

 

 

the fire at all times. Letôs all do our part to prevent forest fires 
as we move into the summer. Please check with your local 
authorities before lighting a fire to ensure any burning is 
done in compliance with local bylaws. 
 
This week the Province returned nearly $2.9 million in carbon 
tax dollars to local governments who are committed to 
becoming carbon-neutral by 2012, including Prince George, 
McBride and the Valemount. We are already seeing real, on-
the-ground climate change action as communities work to 
reduce their carbon footprint. The Climate Action Revenue 
Incentive program (CARIP), announced in 2008, provides a 
conditional grant to communities who have signed on to the 
Climate Action Charter, pledging to become carbon-neutral 
by 2012. Through this annual program, these communities 
receive a grant equal to 100 per cent of their carbon tax 
costs to support their climate change efforts and become 
carbon neutral by 2012, provided they publicly report both 
their plan and ongoing progress in meeting that goal. Prince 
George received $81, 271, McBride $1,218 and Valemount 
$733 through the program. Our government is committed to 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 33 per cent by 2020 
and 80 per cent by 2050.  
 
As we move into construction season you are likely to notice 
line marking crews refreshing the road markings on our 
highways. This is an activity we undertake every year to 
ensure motorists are provided clear guidance when traveling 

 The best paint durability is created by applying 
paint to clean, swept roads in warmer, dry weather. That is 
why line marking activities typically begin after the May long 
weekend. In the next few weeks you may see crews applying 
lines, as well as signs advising of ñline markings in progress 
for next 20kmò. If you come across a line marking crew this 
summer, please slow down and follow traffic control signing 
to ensure you stay safe and well clear of any fresh paint. 
 
On an economic note, the Dominion Bond Rating Service is 
maintaining BCôs long and short-term debt ratings at high, as 
BC has one of the lowest debt burdens among all provinces. 
We have all heard and experienced the challenges with the 
economy. But BC is bouncing back, and our bond rating is 
an example of the confidence the investment community has 
in the BC economy. 
 
This weekend we will honour and celebrate mothers around 
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the world. While my own mom died a number of years ago, 
we are blessed to have Billôs mom with us here in Prince 
George. We will also be celebrating Cristinaôs first Motherôs 
Day and my first as a Grandmother!! I am very much looking 
forward to some time with my family on Sunday. As is 
traditional the MS Society will be offering carnations for a 
donation, The carnation is the most recognized symbol in the 
fight against MS. The carnations is the official symbol of 
Motherôs Day. MS affects three times as many women as 
men. 
 
So much to do this weekend with Team Bond once again 
participating in the Relay for Life. I am grateful for the 
financial support our team has raised and look forward to my 
shifts at the track. We will also be at University Hospital, the 
Francophone Anniversary Celebration and speaking to the 
visiting Chinese investment delegation. I look forward to 
seeing you out and about... 
 
Until next week, 
 
Shirley 
 

This weekôs bouquet of recognition  
goes toé. 

 

 All you wonderful Moms, 
Happy Motherôs Day! 

Know you are loved and appreciated  
by your families! 

Remember to support MS Carnation 
Campaign and by Mom a carnation. 

    
 

Community Announcement 

 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Prince George is looking to grow!  This agency is committed to 

providing quality mentors for children and youth living in Prince George. They are looking 

into the possibility of opening a child care centre.   

 

The first step is to determine what the need is in our community.  They are currently 

conducting a needs assessment survey.  This is a quick 10 question survey that will only 

take you a minute to complete but will allow us get an idea of any gaps that exist in our 

community and help us move forward. Click here to access the survey 

  



 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/thankyoufrombbbs  

 

Thank you for your assistance in completing this survey.  Could you please forward this to 

all of your local contacts who have children and youth? The more responses they receive 

the better they can understand the current state of childcare in our community. 

 

If you have any questions please contact Tim Bennett at 250.563.7410. 

~~~~~~~~~~ 
 Work Safe BC 

Public Hearings into Proposed amendments to  
Occupational Health and Safety Regulation. 

Hearings take place at five locations  
across the Province from May 4

th
 to Jun 3

rd
 

Interested parties can make oral presentations  
to a public hearing or written submissions  

until June 4
th

, 210 
Full information on each proposed amendment is 

available on website home page under 
Title: 2010 Public Hearings 
At www.worksafebc.com 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

CNIB United Way  
Drive-Thru Breakfast 
May 28, 7am ï 9am  

in Costco parking Lot 
2555 Range Rd  

 ! 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

  May 11-Coast Inn of the North 
Work Safe BC invites all interested parties to public meetings to 

receive feedback on 14 proposed amendments to the Occupational 
Health and Safety regulations. 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/thankyoufrombbbs


For info contact Scott McCloy at 604-276-5157 or  
Email  scott.mccloy@worksafebc.com  

~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Science World on the Road 
  
 

 
 

Mark your calendaré 
    

× May 7-9 -Canadian Cancer Societyôs Relay for Life, register your team 
today at WWW.cancer.ca/relay or Nancy at 250-564-0885 

× May 7,8 &9th  - Multiple Sclerosis Carnation Campaign ï Motherôs Day 
weekend, Carnations available at 9 locations around Prince George.  For 
info or to volunteer call Joann at 250 -564-7074 or email 
info.princegeorge@mssociety.ca  

× May 8 ï BC Friends of Children is hosting their 2nd Annual ñSpring into 
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summerò silent Auction and Dance.  At the Newly opened Log House 
Guset Ranch. Tickets are $35ea. For more info call 250-564-2217 or email 
nbc.friendsofchildren@telus.net or website www.friendsofchildren.ca  

× May 8 ï Motorcycle Show and Shine at Pine Centre Mall between 11am 
and 3pm.  

× May 8 - Join us May 8th at the Northwood Motor Inn for the first Big 
Brothers Big Sisters No-Limit Texas Holdôem Tournament sponsored 
by the H.E.L.L. Poker Club.  Tickets are $80.00 at available at our office or 

by calling 250.563.7410.  Must be 19+ to play, BC Gaming Event License #23713. Know your 

limit, play within it.  
× May 10 ï Barkerville Historic Town opens for the 2010 season. For info 

please call 1-888-994-3332, email barkerville@barkerville.ca  or visit 
website www.barkerville.ca .  

× May 10- BCôs Move for Health Day- join Acting Mayor Garth Frizzell at 
the Veteranôs Plaza-City Hall at 12:10pm for Downtown Noon Hour Walk. 

× May 12 ï Jeff Dunham and Peanut will be visiting the CN Centre, tickets 
available at ticketmaster.ca or 250-614-9100 

× May 15 ï Prince George Chamber of Commerce Presidentôs Gala and 
Auction at the Ramada Plaza, 6pm to 11pm. For tickets or more info 
250-562-2454 

× May 15 ï Strawberry Tea Elders Citizens Recreation Association at 1692 
10th Avenue, 2pm - 4pm, $5.00 per person, Raffle draw at 3:30pm, 
entertainment throught the afternoon. 

× May 15 ï Living Well with Diabetes- An informative and inspiring forum 
with experts at Westwood MB Church, 2658 Ospika Blvd, Prince George, 
Pre-registration is requested email: Boyanne.young@diabetes.ca or call 
250-561-9284 , admin- FREE- 

× May 15- Bel Canto Choirs, Thatôs Entertainment, Directed by Jaclyn 
Riemer one Show only, 7:30 pm at UNBC Canfor Theatre, Tickets 
available at Studio 2880 or at the door. 

× May 16 ï Hart Pioneer Centre Roast Beef or Ham Supper, $10/person 
× May 20-22 and May 25-29  - Judy Russell Presents The 25th Annual 

Putnam County Spelling Bee- Prince George Playhouse. Tickets and 
information available at 250-563-2880 

× May 22 ï Country Rock Dance at Hart Pioneer Centre,6986 Hart Hwy, 
music starts at 8 pm, Evening snack, admission $10  

× May 24 ïBarkerville Historic Town hosting High Tea on Victoria Day, Join 
Queen Victoria and Albert, Prince Consort, for High Tea at Wake Up Jake 
Restaurant in honour of the Queenôs Birthday. For info please call 1-888-
994-3332, email barkerville@barkerville.ca  or visit website 
www.barkerville.ca . 

× May 27 ï Immigrant & Multicultural Services Society hosting a Job Fair at 
1633 Victoria street inside the Redwood square.  Meet potential 
employers, find out about career & employment opportunities, for more 
info contact Adeana at 250-562-2900 or jobcoach@imss.ca  

× May 27- Bad Art, for Good Pets event at Nancy Oôs on 3rd ave, 7pm, cost 
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is $10 per person silent auction until 10pm, event closes at 11pm. Tickets 
available at Nancy 0ôs and Books and Co.  

× May 28 ï CNIB ï United Way Drive Thru Breakfast fundraiser. 7am to 
9am.Healthy breakfast in a re-usable cloth bag by donation. Drive Thru in 
the Costco wholesale parking lot, 2555 Range Rd. For more info contact 
Jeff at 250-563-1702 

× May 29 & 30 ï Railway and Forestry Museum Garage Sale, to donate or 
volunteer email admin@pgrfm.bc.ca or call Ranjit 250-563-7351 

× May 29 ï Flea Market ï 9am ï 3pm at Hart Pioneer Centre, tables 
Rentals available call 250-962-6712 

× May 29 ï PGMCA- After Hours Drop in Center, are have the following 
Fund Raisers. 

× May 30 ï Rail and Forestry Museum Garage Sale ï to donate items 
please call 250-563-7351 

× June 3 - 5, ï Resources Expo 2010- Keynote speakers and up-to-date 
information on major issues. Job Fair, Contractor Fair, Trade Fair, 
Networking events and much more. Please visit new website for more info 
www.bcresourcesexpo.com .  

× June 6 ï The 3rd Annual Prince George Family YMCA Healthy Kids 
Marathon at Masich Place Stadium for more info visit www.pgymca.com 
for registration forms & running logs! 

× June 6- YMCA Annual Road Race, open to individuals and corporate 
teams, for more info visit www.pgymca.com  

× June 6 ï BC Childrenôs Hospital Foundation annual Golf Tournament 
at Alderhills Golf Course. To volunteer or participate call Laurie at 250-
561-2573 

× June 6 ï Scotia Bank MS Walk at Fort George Park. Go to mswalks.ca to 
register to be a walker or pledge a walk or email 
info.princegeorge@mssociety.ca or call Joann at 250-564-7074. 

× June 19- A Scholarship fund has been established for Cpl Darren 
Fizapatrick, Scholarship dinner planned to raise funds for the bursary at 
the Civic Centre, doors open at 6pm, dinner at 7pm, live auction at 8pm 
$50/person Table of 10/$450. For info call Rice at  250-612-9856 

× June 20 ï Dunk Tank, held at Ft. George Park while the PGMCA are 
having hertiagge Day at the park Come out dunk one of the local 
Celberties.  

If you are a non profit organization and would like to advertise an upcoming event 
or share a story please email Shirley 

Thank you for taking the time to read my newsletter.  If you would like to see something specific 
in the next edition of Ask Your MLA, please email me. If you know someone who would like to 
receive our newsletter, email their name so we can add them to our list. 
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My second e-newsletter, People, Places & Projects showcases great people and 
projects in our area.  To subscribe to People, Places & Projects, click here.  To read 
past editions to go: People, Places & Projects online. 
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